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To the Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, vix. 


Sir John Holland Bart. John Harvey Eſq; 
Sir Roger Potts Bart. Cleare Garneys Eſq; 
Sir Edward Ward Bart. Nich. Helwys, Eſq; TX 
Horatio Walpole Eſq; Waller Bacon Eſq; | f 4 
Thornhagh Gordon Eſq; Matthew Long Eſq; 1 
Eraſmus Earle Eſq; John Berney Eſq; -1 0 
Algernoon Potts Eſq; John Burkin Eſq; 4), 
Philip Vincent Eſq; Tho. Scott Eſq; g | 
Gentlemen, =. 
Y the Publication of this Sermon, beſides the Honour _ 
T have done my ſelf, I hope, I ſhall find this further 1 
Satisfaction, that whatever Exceptions and Cavils were raisd {A 
againſt it, when delivered from the Pulpit, will, when ſoberly x | 
and conſiderately Read, be found to have no other Grounds ay 


but what were owing to the Heat and Prejudice of Party, or, 

at beſt, to ſome unneceſſary miſtaken Jealouſie. The Divine |; 

Right and Perogative of Sovereign Princes, is an Argument, | 

we are too ſenſible was never 75 Popular than nom, but it Hh 

is never the leſs True for that; and only ſhews the Ingrati- 1 
| 
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tude of thoſe People ſo much the more, who can deny to the 
moſt deſerving of Queens, and moſt renowned of Princes, 
what was ſo generally allowed to Her much leſs glorious Pre- 

aeceſſors. 


deceſſort. This was once 4 Principle upon which the old Eng- 
_ - liſh Loyalty very 775 valued it ſelf both in Church and 
State: And tis ſtil a Principle we ſhall not be afraid to pro- 
feſs, as long as Her Majeſty ſits _ the Britiſh Throne, and 
Reigns by the ſucceſſive Right of Her Anceſtors. And whil|þ 
IT am under the Protection and Patronage Fr ſo many Ho. 
nourable Gentlemen; whilſt I am pleading the Cauſe of Ma. 
jeſty under a moſt glorious flouriſhing Monarchy ; whilſt | 
am only aſſerting the Honour and Obedience due to the Queen 
and her Magiſtrates, and endeavouring to diſcharge the Duty 
of 4 good Subject of the Prince, and a faithful Miniſter 9 
God, I have little Reaſon to fear the Cenſure or court the 
Favour of the World; nor ſhall I have in any conſideration 
the little narrow Diſſenting Politicks of a few malignant Spi- 
wits. The Doctrine and Principles I have here laid down, 1 
have neither taken upon Truſt or Invention, but have groun- 
ded them upon the Laws both of God and Nature, upon 
Reaſon and Scripture, and as long as ] have theſe Teſtimo- 
nies on my fide, I hope I ſhall never have wir «= to be 4- 
ſhamed of what I have ſaid in this Diſcourſe, but rather to 


value my ſelf upon the Honour you have done me, which 1 
Hope at leaſt will be allowed to, 


Gentlemen, 
Your molt obedient 


humble Servant, 


Hugh James. 
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P R O v. 8. 15, 16. 
By me Kings Reign and Princes decree Ju- 


ſtice. 
By me Princes rule, and Nobles, even all 


the Judges of the Earth. 


HES E are the words of eternal Truth and 

' Wiſdom on the Part of God proceeding from 

the Mouth of Solomon, himſelf the moſt re- 

nowned of Kings, as well as the wiſeſt of Men: 

One who knew as well to adorn the Bench as the Throne, 

and by his exqiſite Wiſdom both in Government and Judg- 

ment, was not only Crown'd with Glory and Honour a- 

mong his own People, but drew upon him the juſt admi- 

ration of all the Neighbouring Nations and Princes around 
him, 

It was in thoſe Days a more uſual thing for the Supreme 
Magiſtrate to prelide in the Courts of Judicature, and to 
judge in Perſon between the Rights of his People. At leſt 
both in Solomon's time, and in the Ages before him, even 
in Moſes himſelf, we are certain that the Prince and Judge 
were join'd in one Perſon, nay and ſometimes tlie Prieſt 
too, as in Eli and Samuel, to ſhow their near Affinity to 
one another, and the mutual inſeparable Intereſt of all 
together. However to Reign and Decree Jullice, to Judge 
and to Govern were then Synonimous Terms, and there- 
fore we find in the ſacred Annals of thoſe extraordinary 


Priaces, whom God from time to time rais'd up for the 
B Pro- 


C9") 
Protection and Government of his People, it is not ſaid 
that they Ruled or Governed, but that they judged 1/7 ae/ 
all the time of their Reign: And indeed there is nor one 
thing wherein a Prince can more reſemble the Majeſty of 
Heaven, whoſe Vice-Gerent he is, than in that honourz. 
ble Function of decreeing and diſtributing impartial ju. 
ſtice, the very Source and Center of all the Divine Perfe. 
ctions and Attributes of God. Tis true, when the Go. 
vernment of 1/7ae! was transfer'd from Samuel, to Saul, 
the Prince and the Judge ſeem'd then to be disjoin'd for 2 
time, this latter Dignity remaining ſtill in the old Prophet, 
but after the Death of Samuel, if it return'd not to Saul, 
et it was again reunited in the Perſon of David, of whom 
it is recorded, that He reignd over all Iſrael, and executes 
Judgment and Juſtice among all his People, « Chron, 18. 14. 
And ſo David himſelf, {peaking of his High Court of Ju- 
dicature at Jeruſalem, where either he preſided in Perſon, 
or ſome of his Sons repreſenting him, ſaid, it was hither 
that the Tribes went up tor Juſtice, for there was the Seat of 
Judgment, even the Seat of the Houſe of David, Pſal. 122. 
45, 5. But David was a Prince too much engaged in War, 
either at Home or abroad, to attend ſo much to this civil 
Duty as his Son Solomon might do after him, who Reign'd 
ina long uninterrupted Peace and Proſperity for many 
Years together in the former part of his Reign. In which 
time he built the moſt Glorious Temple of God, as the 
firſt auſpicious Work of his Government, and which with- 
out doubt contributed not a little to that early courſe of 
Proſperity he enjoy'd thereupon. After this he finiſhed a 
magnificent Palace for himſelf; in which he took a ſpecial 
care to ſet aſide one part for his High- Court of Royal Juſtice, 
and made 4 Porch (or lofty Apartment) for the Throne where 
he might Judge, even the Porch of marr as*tis expreſs'd 
1 Kings 7. 7. Thus intent was this wiſe King upon thoſe 
two glorious Ornaments of a Peaceful Reign in erecting 
the Houſe of God, and the Seat of Judgment, in raiſing not 
only an everlaſting Monument of his own Fame, but a 


per- 
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perpetual Reverence in the Minds of the People for Piety 
and Equity, the two principal Pillars of a State, and in 
which alone an Earthly Monarch can moſt effectually 
pleaſe and ſerve the Majeſty of Heaven, under whom he 
Reigns. Thus our Royal Author, effected by the Succeſs 
and Prudence of his Councils, even more than his Father, 
tho? a mighty Warrior, could ever do by the Power ot the 
Sword. He ſubdu'd even Kings and Kingdoms by the 
meer Reputation of his Wiſdom, and the force of his Ju- 
ſtice; For they ſaw that the Wiſdom of God was in him to 
do Judgment and Juſtice, and his fame was in all Nations round 
about, as we read 1 Kings 3. 28. 4. 31. and this it was that 
drew the Queen of Sheba to Honour him and her ſelf with 
a Royal Viſit, and made the reſt of the Neighbouring 
Princes addreſs to his profound Knowledge, and excellent 


Wiſdom, as the renowned Oracle of the then Eaſtern 


World. 
Theſe were the Glories and Trophies of this Prince's 


proſperous Reign, till he came at laſt to forget the Power - 


by which he Reign'd, to neglect to Honour the Majeſty 
of Heaven, turn aſide from the true Religion, and fall 
off from the God of his Fathers; to be involved by Evil 
Counſel in the Error of the neighbouring Nations, and to 
defile his Soul with the double Pollution of Luſt and 
Idolatry at once. Then he who before for the Light and 
Luſtre of his eminent Wiſdom, and for the Fame of his 
unerring Judgment, was once 45 au Angel of God (as Me- 
phiboſheth ſaid of his Father David) became a Soul over- 
whelm'd with Folly and Ignorance, deſpiſed of Men, 
and rejected of God; from a bright Star in Heaven he fell 
to be like a dark and wandering Planet, reduc'd to the 
very loweſt Regions of a rational Creature; till the 
Countenance of God again ſhone upon him, -enlightned 
nis darken'd Underſtanding, and at length reſtored him, 
thoꝰ with the forfeiture of the Crown of Iſrael to all his Po- 
ſterity, te his ancient Wiſdom and Knowledge, now im- 
proved as Adam's was, with the unhappy variety #0 know 
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Good and Evil, with the ſorrowful experience of the folly 
and impotency of Human Nature, tho? never fo high 
born and educated, and in whatſoever Station it is placed, 
without dependance on the direction and aſſiſtance of Hea- 
venly Wiſdom, and how frail and unfortunate the Coun. 
cils of the Mightieſt and Wiſelt Princes are, when deſerting 
and deſerted of their God: That God from whom alone 
it is, not only that they are Kings and Rulers of the Peg 
ple, but that they are good and juſt ones too. That God 
who hath taught us here by the Mouth of his Servant 
Solomon, who we find was himſelf fully inſtructed in the 
Truth both by Experience and Inſpiration, that by Di. 
vine Direction and Influence Kzzgs Reign, and Princes de. 
cree Juſtice; By his Wiſdom and Power Princes rule, Molle, 
and all the Judges of the Earth. 

From which Doctrine we ſhall beg leave to conſider in 
general both the Authority and theend of Kingly Govern- 
ment, with the chief Duties both of Princes and People 
thereupon incumbent. And 1n order hereunto, 

I. We ſhall examine the Divine Ordination or Autho- 
rity of all Kings or Soverign Princes from theſe Words of 
Gods Wiſdom. By me Rings Reign, Princes, Nobles, and 
all the Judges of the Earth; The Magiſtrates of good Go- 
pats and Juſtice, however diſtinguiſh'd, or digni- 

d. 

. II. From the Proof of this divine Ordination or Au— 
thority of the Sovereign Magiſtrate will naturally follow, 
both the Duty of the Prince and the People, which make 
up the chief end of Government; and theſe I ſhall next 
conſider in their order, and ſo conclude. 

1. Then let us conſider the Divine Ordination and Au- 
thority of Sovereign Princes, 

We ſhall not here cnter npon that long and often la- 
bour'd Diſquiſition concernihg the firſt riſe of Kingly 
Government, whether it proceeded firſt from the Fathers, 
of Families, and the Patriarchs of Kindreds, obtaining at 
. length by their Numbers, the Name of e as 

when 
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when Abraham made War againſt Kings, and won Victo— 
ries by the Strength alone of his own Family ; or whether 
the iarring People, wherever they found a Man renown'd 
for 5rrength and Courage, from whom they might ex- 
protection, as from ſuch as Nimrod, a mighty Hunter, 
and the firſt King we read of; or where they found a 
Man of Councel, Juſtice and Gravity, as Virgil deſcribes 
it, from whom they might expect an exact diſtribution 
of Right, and prudent Advice on all emergent Occa- 
ſions, and fo followed either the one or the other, on 
their own accord, yielding themſelves voluntary Subjects 
to him, for the Benefit they expected from him; or de- 
firing him to take the burthen of Government and Guar- 
dianſhip upon him, on condition of a ſtrict Obedience to 
all his Injunctions, the moſt natural compact in all fuch 
Contracts, and without which even an Elective Kingdom is 
no rational Government: Or laſt of all, whether, when 
the World began to encreaſe, and the multiplication of- 
Men introduced neceflity of civil Society and Govern- 
ment, Heaven itſelf did not point out ſome Perſons of 
Merit by its own providential Finger, and imperceptibly 
reconciled the People to unanimous conſent and ſubjection 
to him; in which there was nothing either ſtrange, or un- 
natural, for as Man is made a Rational Creature, ſo he is 
by conſequence made a Sociable one too; and therefore 
whenever his Reaſon prevails above his Brutiſh Paſſions, 
he muſt naturally delight to live in regular Society, Or- 
der and Diſcipline, whereſoever he can meet with it, 
We will not ſpend time to enquire, or take upon us to 
decide which of theſe, or whether any other way was 
the moſt likely to be the firſt of Kingly Government : - 
Nor will we enter upon that unneceſſary Diſpute, whether 
Monarchy be the molt Antient or the moiſt Excellent of 
all other Governments, ſince tor the firſt we have Matter 
of Fact, both upon Divine and Humane Record; and 
for the laſt it is both Irrational and Prophane to conteſt 
it, ſince we have not only among the antient Sages the 
great- 


greateſt Maſters of Reaſon, Law and Nature, to give 
Verdict for us, as to name no more Ariſtotle, Plato, I.). 
curgus and Homer: But even the Holy Scripture bears un- 
doubted Evidesce to the excellency of Kingly Govern. 
ment, both by Example and Precept; nay God thimſelf 
is not only Univerſal Monarch of Heaven and Earth, but 
condeſcended both to be called and to act as a King of his 
People Iſrael. The two great Types of the Meſſiah were 
both of them Kings, Melchi/edek and David, from whoſe 
Loins Chrift himſelf deſcended, the peculiar Anointed of 
the Lord, whom Divine Revelation not only ſtyles a King, 
but aſſerts him to be ſo in the higheſt Senſe: Therefore 
we will paſs over all the foregoing ſubjects of Diſpute al. 
ready overlabourd by humane Arguments, which rather 
ſerve to unſettle, than ſecure the Minds of Men in good 
Principles of Obedience and Government, and we will 
come to prove the Divine Ordination and Authority of 
all Sovereign Princes, from the Teſtimony of Divine Law 
in the Sacred Records of God, And from hence we ſhall 
ſufficiently learn, that whether Monarchy and Magiſtra- 
cy had its Foundation firſt from the Law of Nature or 
Nations, if there were then any real difference, or whe- 
ther Kings and Kingdoms at any time arrive at their Dig- 
nity either by Acquifition or Inheritance, Adoption or 
Election; either by Conſent, or Conqueſt of the People, 
they owe not only their Supreme Princely Authority, 
but even their Riſe it ſelf to that God who is the only 
true Fountain of all Power, Perfection and Honour, and 
diſpoſes of Crowns and Scepters when, and to whom, 
he pleaſes. To the Eternal Majeſty of Heaven therefore 
all Kings mult refer their high Advancement here below, 
their Thrones of Grandeur and Seats of judgment here 
on Earth, for The Earth too is the Lords and the fulneſs 
thereof, the World and they that dwell therein, if we will be- 
lieve both a King and a Prophet of God, P/al. 24. 1. The 
Lord God of Heaven hath given me all the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, faith the mighty Cyrus, Ezra 1. 2, And in I/ 45. 
| 5, 6, God 
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Lord, and there is none ee there is no God beſides me, I 
girde d thee tho' thou haſt not known me, that they may know from 
E the riſing of the Sun and from the Weſt, that there is none be- 
ſides me, I am the Lord and there is none elſe. Thus ſpeaks 
| the Almighty in the advancement of the Emperor Cyr, for 
| the good of his Church, aſſerting herein, not only he Ho- 
| nour due unto his Name, but his ſupreme Sovereignty and 
| univerſal Providence in the great Government of the World. 
| Promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, 
nor from the South, but God is the Judge, he putteth down one 
| and ſetteth ap another, faith the Royal P/almiſt, himſelf a 
| molt eminent Inſtance of his own Propoſition. And indeed 
| if we allow God to be the Supreme Governour of the 
| Univerſe, we can never doubt but his Almighty Providence 
| is more immediately concern'd in the diſpoſal of Crowns 
| and Scepters, in the railing and authorizing his own eſpe- 


| cial Vice-gerents, who are to repreſent both his Perſon and 


| his Power here below, to bear the Character of his Maje- 


ſty to the People, and to govern immediately under him 
in a more ſublime and viſible manner: Therefore to look 


for any other Original of Royal Dignity, is highly to de- 
rogate from infinite Majeſty ; and to derive the Authori- 


ty of Princes from any other Fountain but the Right, which. 


the King of Kings has given them, is in effect to deny God 


to be Governour of the World, or that the moſt High ru- pn. 1. 


leth in the Kzngdom of Men, and giveth it to whomſoever 
will, as the Prophet Dan. exprelly aſſerts, and that even to 
the worſt and baſeſt of Men ſometimes, for the ſevere Pu- 
niſhment of the Wicked, and the Scourge of the World : 
But in general his good Will and Purpoſe is to ſet Princes 
over the People for their | Inga Happineſs and Honour, 
and ſo St. Paul ſays, that T 

for good, and God's deſire is, that all Earthly Princes in Au- 
thority, Power and Wiſdom, in Righteouſneſs and Pro- 
vidence, in impartial Adminiſtration both of publick and 
private Juſtice , ſhould reſemble his own Heavenly Go- 


vernment - 


5, 6. God pronounceth on the very ſame occaſion, I am the 


ey are the Miniſters of God to us zun. 13.4. 


| | j 
x 
. 


; 


| 


on 


vernment as far as humane Abilities can poſſibly go. There. 


fore our Saviour in his Goſpel, diſdains not to reſemble the le 
Kingdom of Heaven 7o 4 Ming of this World, and for the th 
ſame Reaſon the Eternal Majeſty condeſcends to take Ti- df 
Name, and communicate his owz to theſe Earthly Princes, as if 5 
they were ſo many eminent Rays and viſible Repreſentative; 1 
of his Divine Sovereignty. And indeed both the Practice and F 


Precept of the Divine Laws, both in the Old and the New, 
bear Teſtimony to this Sacred Truth. If we run through 
the whole Hiſtory of the Jews, we ſhall find, that not only at 
firſt, but in all the changes and exigencies of State afterwards, 
their chief Leaders, Princesor Judges, were fet over them by 
the viſible hand of God alone, and therefore theſe Words are 
ſo often to be met with in the Book of Judges, and the Lora 
raisd them up a Deliverer or Saviour, and after when the Peo- 
ple defired a King, yet God did not ſuffer them to chooſe 
him, but appointed him himſelf, and anointed Saul to be 
their King, by the Hands of Samuel his own Prieſt and 
Prophet, ſo Jealous was he of his Honour. And in our 
Chriſtian Kingdoms it has been the Uſage for the Prince, at 
his Coronation, to receive his Enſigns of Royalty from the 
Hands of the Biſhop, that the People may have no pretence 
of conferring Royalty, or claim any ſhare in that Authori- 


ty which is from God alone. Thus when the Kingdom of 8 
Iſrael was transferr'd from the Houſe of Saul to Davia, a 
He too was anointed their King by the Hands of Samuel, by 1 
the peculiar direction of God, even without the Knowledge p 
of moſt of the People, and againſt the Will of the greateſt | 
part of 1/rae/, who, either by Wilfulneſs or Ignorance, not I 
diſtinguiſhing between the right of Inheritance in the Fami- 1 

ty of their former King, who had forfeited his Kingdom to 
God, not the People, and between the particular defignation 2 
of God, for David to reign over them; efpous'd the Intereſt 55 
of the Houſe of Sau for feven Vears againſt him, but God bf 
was greater than the People, and brought them over to Da- N 
di by his Providence, whom Daz ia himſelf could not 9 
reduce by his own Power, therefore he had reaſon to acknow- p 


! 
edge, 


— 
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ledge, That the Ringdom was the Lords, and that he was 
the Governour among ft the Nations, Pl. 22. 28. Nay, even 
Solomon his Son, who received his Kingdom by ſuc- 
ceſſive Inheritance, declar'd in a folemn Oath, That the 
Lord had eſtabliſhed him, and ſet him on the Throne of his 
Father David, 2 Kings 2. 24. And becauſe it may not 
be objected that God only exerted himſelf thus, among 
his own People, and ſet up Princes among them whom 
he deſign'd to be Judges, and Kings after his own Heart; 
we may learn both from the Prophet Dazze/ and the 
Prophet Jeremiah, that even Vebuchad ne car, a Sacrilegi- 
ous Tyrant, and a Beaſt of a King, yet held his Crown 
and Commiſhon from the High God. Whether Prin- 
ces be good or bad, Tyrants, or Fathers of their Coun- 
try, God alone Ordains and Authorizes them in their 
Kingly Function, to the All-wiſe and diverſe Purpoſes 
of his Divine Providence : And therefore the Apoſtle 
ſays exprelly, There is no Power but of God, and a greater 
than either he, or Solomon, even Chrift our Eternal King, 
gives an undeniable Sanction to the Truth, when he tells 
Pontius Pilate his own unjuſt Judge, who boaſted of his 
Power of Life and Death over him, That He could have 
no Power at all againſt him, except it had been given him from 
above, John 19. 11. The Eternal Word of Truth, could 
utter nothing but what was highly pregnant both with 
Truth and Reaſon, for how indeed could Pilate have 
Power of Life over the Lord of Life himſelf, except 
rom Above, ſince *tis a known verity both in Reaſon 
and Religion, that no Man has power over his own 
Life; much leſs can he have it over the Life of an- 
other, and leaſt of all, can any Man give to another, 
what he hath nor of himſelf. The Right of Life is 
in him alone that gave it, even God, the Almighty Au- 
thro of our Being, and the Lord of Life and Death, 
and all things thereunto belonging. He alone can in- 
veſt the Prince, or ſupreme Magiſtrate, with this High 
Power, which is the moſt > on part of his Authori- 
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ty, and the Prince poſſeſt of this Right from God, 
who alone could give it, has the only Power amongſt 
Men to delegate it to others. This is one inſeparable 
Prerogative of the Supreme Magiſtrate , which 'tis 
impoſſible to be given him by any mortal Power; and 
therefore an irrefragable Argument, that the Right of 
Government in Princes can never be derived from 
any Right or Power of the People, however Indultri- 
ous ſome of late have been to propagate this popular 
Opinion, not only ſo deſtructive to Monarchy in ge- 
neral, but highly derogatory to Heavenly Majeſty; 
nay, and have publiſh'd ſuch pernicious Tenets con- 
cerning this chymerical Power of the Multitude, as 
tend to the Dethroning even of God himſelf; and yet 
are the Authors of theſe Abſurd, Atheiſtical, Blaſ. 
phemous Notions, not only ſaffered in a Chriſtian 
Nation, but careſs'd and admir'd by a Party of Men, 
who make ſuch a perpetual noiſe about the Purity and 
Truth of Religion. Good God! to what a pitch of In- 
fidelity and audacious Hypocriſie are we grown, either 
of them enough to ſink a Nation to Ruin. Is not 
this to uſe thesr Chriſtian Liberty for a Cloka of Ma- 
liciouſneſs? From having leave to follow their private 
Opinions ro turn publick Incendiaries ? Is not this to 
abuſe the Mercy, and defy the Juſtice of the Govern- 
ment in the utmoſt degree ? Not only to murmur a- 
gainſt Moſes and Aaron at once, but to make an attempt 
to Unthrone God himſelf, to ſtrike at the Root of 
Religion and Monarchy in the higheſt Reſort ; togive the 
People a Right to be their own Prieſt, and their own 
King, and their own God too, when they pleaſe; a 
popular ſoothing Argument that they were ſure 
would never fail of Succeſs and Applauſe amongſt 
3 of looſe Minds, and the mad malevolent Mul- 
titude. l 


That 


(1) 

That there are what we term Elective Monarchies 

is true, but this gives the People no Power of Regal 
Ordination, but only a Right of Preſentation of the 
Prince to God; who beſides, that he conciliates the 
Conſent of the People, to the Perſon he deſigns to ſer 
over them; inſtructs their Underſtanding, and directs 
their Choice for his own wiſe Purpoſes : Beſides, that 
he brings theſe things about by his ſecret Influence, 
for the ends of his Providence, ſometimes for the Prof- 
perity, ſometimes for the Puniſhmeat of the People ; 
He at laſt muſt apply the Power and Authority of his 
Regal Office, for none elſe can do it: He muſt give the 
Commiſſion by which the Prince Elected, muſt act as 
a Sovereign, and execute Juſtice on his Subjects. Tis 
alſo a moſt falſe deluſion, that the People imagine they 
have a Power reſerv*d to pull down whomſoever they 
ſet up: For tho? they ſet God aſide in the Argument, 
as they eaſily can do; yet, by their own Conſent, and 
free Choice, they have made themſelves ſubject to 
the Prince whom they have Elected their ruling Su- 
periour; and therefore to ſay, he again can be ſubject 
to them, runs the Argument into an infinite Circle, 
and ſufficiently expoſeth the Abſurdity of it, For the Ser- 
vant is not greater than his Lord, ſays our Saviour, nor is he 
that is ſent, greater than he that ſent him, St. John 13. 16. 
Now if the King be the Lord, and the people the Ser- 
vants, then he can never be inferiour or accountable 
to them, for that's againſt the Law of Nature: and 
if the People be the Servants, and the Prince the Lora, 
then it was not their Power that made him, for the 
Greater cannot be ſent by the Leſs, that's againſt the 
Law of Reaſon; but if the reverſe muſt be granted, 
then the People are the Lords of the Prince, and 
he their Subject or Servant, Leſs, both in Power 
and Dignity, than the loweſt of the Multitude, 
which no Man of Senſe can allow. And with- 


out all Controverſy, every one is ſubject to a greater, 
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not to a leſs than himſelf; therefore no Sovereign 
Prince can have any Power fuperiour to himſelf, in 
his own Dominions, beſides the Majeſty of Heaven, 
by whom, and for whom he governs, and whoſe Re— 
preſentative he is to the People, as he is the Peoples 
Repreſentative to God, but not to any inferiour Power, 
for that deſtroys the Conſtitution by which he Reigns, 
and confounds even Reaſon it ſelf. And indeed both 
in this Nation and others, nay, and in moſt or all of 
theſe Weſtern Kingdoms, which are ſaid to have moſt 
of the nature of what we call mixt Government, we 
do not find that their firſt Princes, either owed or ac- 
knowledged any Right of Dominion from the people; 
and if we look into Hiſtory, whether Antient or Mo- 
dern, we ſhall find, that all the Heroes and Worthies 
that conſtituted new Empires, were viſibly rais'd by 
the Hand of God; which ſhews, beſides their Divine 
Authority, that Monarchy was the moſt approved 
of Heaven, above all other Governments in the Earth. 
But we are not about to contend for the Excellency 
of Kingly Government, it were needleſs, we preſume, 
in this Audience, and out of our Sphere, before that 
Honoarable Profeſſion, with whom the Sacred Rights of 
Empire, are entruſted, whoſe Buſineſs and peculiar 
Honour it is to be the civil Guardians of our State, 
as by Law eſtabliſhed, and whoever of that Robe acts 
otherwiſe, we need not tell him, he may learn it almoſt 
in every line of the Law he reads, that he acts directly 
contrary both to his Iztereſt and Duty, All ] deſire is, 
only to aſſert the Truth of God's Word, and all I de- 
ſign. by it, is only to create a more dutiful Regard to 


the Magiſtrate, -and to perſuade a Religious Obedience 


to our lawful Superiours, not only for Wrath, but for 
Conſcience ſake; to ſtrike a juſt Awe and Reverence upon 
the Minds of the People, for Sacred Majeſty now ſit- 
ting before us by theſe venerable Repreſentatives of our 
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Gracious Sovereign in the moſt ſolemn Act of her 
Royalty. 
We come now to the ſecond Part of our Diſcourſe, 
viz, To conſider that great Duty both of the Prince 
and the People, which naturally ariſeth from the Di- 
vine Ordination and Authority of Kings, and makes up 
| the chief end of Government. 
| 1, then, We will conſider the Duty of the Prince: 
Which is the faithful Deciſion and Execution of Ju- 
ſtice, both Civil and Religious, and that both by the 
example, and for the ſake of God, under whom they 
Reign—— By me Princes decree Juſtice, and for me too, as 
it was ſpoken by a good King, 2 Chroz. 19. 6, Te judge 
not for Man, but for the Lord ſaid he, who i with you 11 
the Judgment. The Majeſty of God goes along with 
the Perſon of the Magiſtrate. Indeed the decreeing of 
Juſtice is ſo eſſential to the Duty of the ſupreme Magi- 
ſtrate, that not only here, but in many other Places of 
Scripture, doing Juſtice and Judgment, is the ſame thing 
as Governing or Government. And therefore, Solomon 
confeſſeth, that the Throne is eſtabliſh*d by Righteouſueſs, 
Prov. 6. 12, 25, 5. The King, under God, is the only 
Fountain of Juſtice, the Soul and Life of the Law, 
the living Law of the Kingdom: and indeed the only 
Law by which the firſt Governments and Monarchies 
were ruled , refided in the Lips of the Prince his Mouth 
was the Oracle of Juſtice to the People, and his Throne 
the Seat of their Judgment. But ſeeing that Kings 
were but Men, and ſubject to the Errors of Judgment 
and Byaſs of Affections and Paſſions, as well as others: 
Therefore wiſe Princes, who ſtudied the good of their 
People more than the gratifying their own Wilfulneſs 
or Ambition, cauſed certain Rules and Laws to be en- 
acted, to direct and oblige both themſelves and Po- 
ſterity to a more conſtant and exact Adminiſtration 
of Government; and for that Reaſon they took to them» [2] 
ſelves Counſellors, Aſſiſtants in Government, not - Kt 
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Equals ; and ordain d ſubordinateMagiſtrates for the eaſe 
of the Supreme, and for the more circumſtantial and 
exact diſtribution of Juſtice. Thus, when the Lord 
perceiv'd that Mofes could not bear the Burthen of th; 
People alore without wearing away, he order'd him to 
chooſe 70 Counſellors to bear the Burthen of the People 
with him, and to be vicarious Magiſtrates or Judges 
over them Numb. 11. And to theſe Counſellors, or 
Magiſtrates of State, God imparted of the Spirit of A. 
ſes their Prince at the Door of the Tabernacle, that 
neither they, nor any of the People after them, might 
have any pretence of ovary, 1+ Power to themſelves, 
ſo careful was the Divine Wiſdom not to leave any 
Preſident of ordaining inferior Magiſtrates by the Hand 
of the Populace. Thus we ſee the Riſe and Commiſ- 
ſion, both of the Supreme and Subordinate Miniſter 
of Juſtice. Every ſupreme Magiſtrate, as Moſes was, 
is inveſted from God with a Power of Judicature; 
and according to the Model that God has left him in 
this Example of Moſes, he may delegate of that Power 
to others; impart of hw Spirit to thoſe Counſellors or 
Judges he ſhall chooſe to bear the Burthen of the Peo- 
ple with him, And even this delegated Power is ſo ſa- 
cred, and of ſuch eſteem in the Eyes of God, that ſub- 
ordinate Magiſtrates, as well as the ſupreme, arc 
ſometimes ſtil'd Gods in Scripture, becauſe in their 
Juſticiary Office they ſuſtain the Perſon of God, as well 
as their Prince in whoſe ſtead they act, and whoſe 
Cauſe is the ſame as God's, and whoſe Ends like his, 
are ever the belt ſerved by the moſt unerring Juſtice. 
For *cis only a looſe Anti-Government Notion, to think 
that exact Juſtice and true Policy can have any An- 
tipathy, or ever interfere with one another. For 
true Polity of State is contain'd within the Laws 
thereof, as the Spirits of Life within the Nerves of 
the Body Natural; cut off or weaken theſe, and the Dur 
the other fly out into Air, and evaporate to nothing. 


Thus, 
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Thus, I fay, the Body Politick is like a languid lite- 
leſs Lump, a dead Carcaſs, without the vigorous ex- 


| ecution of the Laws, and a due circulation of Ju- 


ſtice. Therefore ſince the Life and Well-being of 


| every Government is wrapt up in the Laws of the 


State, *tis no doubt the peculiar Province and Inter- 


| eſt of the Prince, to take Care they be faithfully 
| Executed, and jealoully preſerv'd in their ſull Force 
and Authority. And ſo it is the Duty of the Ma- 
giſtrate, not only to perform vigorous Jultice there- 


by, that the Strength of them, may not be relaxed, 


| nor the Awe of them loſt in the Minds of the people; 
| but at all times, without any Byaſs of Circumſtances, 
| or Perſons to expound and enforce them in ſuch a con- 


ſtant coherent Senſe, as that they may not ſeem to 
claſh either with themſelves, or one another, or con- 


| tradict the firſt juſt Intent of the Law-Giver; leaſt 


the Force of the Executive, and the Credit of the Le- 
iſlative Power be both of them weaken'd thereby. 
The Rule of Law and good Government ought to be as 
unbyaſs'd, unalterable, certain and ſteady, as the na- 
ture of Equity it ſelf. Otherwiſe it unhinges and looſ- 
ens the Principles of Obedience in the ſubject, diſtracts. 
their Notions of Juſtice ; diſcourageth the performance 
and unbends the Senſe of their Duty. When once 
people begin to think they_are uncertain of the Rule 
they are to walk by, they have a ready excuſe to- 
walk by none at all. And as there is a great Duty 
incumbent on the Magiſtrate, to expound and enforce 
the Laws for the publick welfare and preſervation of 
the State in ſuch a conſtant Method and Tenor, as 
to keep up the Regard and Reverence of Goverament 
thereby (ſince nothing more endangers the Safety, 
or deſtroys the Credir thereof, than trequent altera- 
tions or remiſſions of Laws) So there is no leſs a 
Duty incumbent in the faithful deciſion of Right, the 


decreeing of private Equity between Man and Man. 
Curſed 


| (16) 

Curſed be he that removeth his Neighboars Land- Mar 
ſaith the Scripture, ſhall he be leſs accurſed that fx: 
eth it there by a perpetual Sentence of Injuſtice? 
this corrupteth Juſtice in the Fountain Head, faith ; 
Learned Noble Lawyer of our Nation, and therefore 
our Roya! Judge Solomon ſaith, that A Righteous My 
falling down, (or failing of his Right) before the ict. 
ed, ts 45 a troubled Fountain and 4 corrupt Spring, Proy, 
25. 26, But as the Laws of this Land are conſtitu. 
ted and adminiſtred, the Judge on the Bench, has 
cver the leaſt ſhare in a corrupt Sentence, and {or 
the molt part none at all; the Evidence, the Ad. 
vocates, the Juries, all contribute to it, and God 
knows how often they are guilty of it; without the 
leaſt Regret either for the Injuſtice- they have done 
unto their Neighbours, or the Curſe they have drawn 
upon themſelves. 

Theſe are the chief Branches of the Magiſtrates Du- 
ty in civil Concerns, but there is a Religious one too, 
which he is as highly bound to take Care of, nay 
and the greater Charge ot the two, not only by the 
Tyes of Gratitude and Intereſt, trom his Divine Ordi- 
nation, but by greater Obligations from the nature of 
the Charge it ſelf; Obligations infinitely greater than 
can ariſe from any civil Concern, foraſmuch as 
the Honour of the Creator tranſcends the highelt 
good of the Creature , foraſmuch as the publick Ad- 
vancement of God's Glory ſuperſedes all other, both 
Advantages and Glories of the State; and the eternal 
Good of Mens Souls is more to be deſired than any 
Temporal Welfare of the People, either private or pub 
lick, and Dea rer unto us even than Life it felf, how dear 
ſoever that be: For if we fail in this, all is loſt that 
a great and gracious Soul can conſider worth the living 
in this World. The loving Kynaneſs of the Lord is letter 
than Life it ſelf, ſaid David, how much more then than 
all other inferiour Concerns, and accidental Advan- 


tages 


1 


ſiderat ion that more redounds to the true Intereſt and 
renownof a Nation, that more becomes the Dignity 
and Dury of a Magiſtrate, than the Honour of God 
and eternal Felicity of Man. This is the only End 
of our living under Laws and Diſcipline in this 
World, to this end they ought all to be ſubſervient, 
for if Men propoſe any other, they miſerably miſtake 
their Point, and beſides the loſs of this, will even fail 
of thoſe Ends they propoſe. We ought to look upon 
all human Laws and human Government, as a princi- 
pal part of God's Providence, whereby he draws and 
governs the World to his own Holy purpoſes, that 
Men may be made both good here, and hereafter 
happy thereby. 'The Political End of human Govern- 
ment, is providing for the temporal Safety of Socie- 
ties, maintaining Right, encouraging Induſtry, and 
eſtabliſhing common Security: But ſtill God has a 
much greater End to ſerve, and that is, the laying 
the true Foundation of Mens future Welfare, and e- 
ternal Safety, by Laws of Religion and Virtue. The 
firſt Eye and the laſt Aim of the Ruling or Judging 
Power muſt always look this way. For whoever 
prefers any other Politick or Temporal Concern to 
this, how plauſible ſoever he makes himſelf thereby, 
his Praiſe is not of God, but of Man, and at his Hands 
he mult look for his Reward. 

But beſides this indiſpenſible obligation of his Duty, 
a Governour is under all the Ties, both of Gratitude 
and Intereſt, to take care of the Honour of God 
and Religion. And firſt he is oblig'd to it in Point 
of Gratitude from his Divine Ordination. For how 
can he more juſtly imploy his Power than for his 
ſake, and in his Cauſe, from whom he holds his 
Commiſſion. As God makes Princes to rule over 
the reſt of Mankind, ſo they in return ought to 
aſſert his Supremacy over all Cauſes and Perſons. 
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tages thereof. Now can there be any Work, any Con- 
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618) 
As he has advanced their Temporal Honour, ſo they 
ought to promote his Spiritual Glory. If God ſub. 
dues the People to the Prince, the Prince ſhould 
fubdue the People unto God, by keeping up not 
only the Truth and Sincerity, but the Credit and 
the Diſcipline, the Awe and Port of Religion. This 
they ought to do, 

2. Upon point of Intereſt, if for no other Reaſon; 
teſt God ſhould ſuffer Men to be as bold with their 
Rulers, as they have ſuffer'd the People to be bold 
with their God. God cannot Reign in that Govern- 
ment which does not aſſert him above all things; 
and where God does not Reign, the Magiſtrate has 
loſt the ſtrongeſt Tye of Subjection. For they who 
have laid afide the Fear of God, and the Care of 
their future Happineſs, what have they elſe to va- 
lue but gratifying their Lufts in this Life by what 
means ſoever they can do it. They that fear not 
God, will never fear Man any longer than they can 
ſet themſelves looſe from his Power by the ſhorteſt 
way they are able. Therefore when Religion grows 
mean and contemptible in the Minds of the People, no 
wonder they grow Rude and Sawcy with the Govern- 
ment: they that regard not to Blaſpheme the moſt 
high God, will ſoon let their Tongues looſe againſt 
Earthly Majeſty, and their Hands too when Oppor- 
tunity offers. The Religion of the Subject and a 
well-informed Conſcience, is the only Security of 
the State, the only Bonds of publick Tranquility. 


In ſhort, the Care of Religion is ſo neceſſary for the 


Good of the Publick, that there can be no Government, 
no Peace, - no Security, no Proſperity without it. 
One of the greateſt Lawyers and greateſt States-Men 
that ever the World produced, the Roman Tull, 
faid, It was the only Wiſdom of their State: and ſo no 
doubt it is in every other State, though we ons 
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have nothing but Temporal Advantages to reap from 


it, which was all thoſe Heathens expected. 

And hence it is that even Atheiſtical Politicks, even 
Machiavel himſelf can adviſe his Prince to encourage 
and cultivate Religion and Piety, as the ſureſt tie 
upon the Hearts of the Subjects, how little ſoever 
they were bound by it themſelves. And now if the 
Appearance only of Religion, could produce ſuch a 
Bleſſing in a State, what might it do when practiced 
both by Prince and People, 1n its native Simplicity, 
and in its genuine Truth, and Luſtre, But what- 
ever Bleſſings we of this Kingdom enjoy in the one, 
we have little to boaſt of in the other. 

I come in the laſt place to conſider the Duty of 
the People to their Prince, the Obedience of the Sub- 
jet to the Sovereign. This becomes due, not only 
from the Divine Ordination of Kings, and the Divine 
end unto which they are ordain'd, not only from 
the high Dignity and Duty of their Calling, but 
from the plain conſideration of the nature and obli- 
gation of thoſe Laws by which they are to govern, 
The moſt of the Caſes that fall under the cognizance 
of a Judging Ruler, or Civil Magiſtrate, are of a 
mere moral Concern and Nature ; as of Truth and 
Equity, the providing for, and maintaining of pub- 
lick or private Right, the encouragement of Virtue 
and Goodneſs, the reſtraint of Immorality and Wicked- 
neſs in all the Degrees of Men, without any reſpect 
of Perſons. Now in the Execution of all theſe Laws, 
and the exerciſe of Juſtice hereupon, we have not 
the leaſt pretence of Diſobeying the Magiſtrate, be- 
cauſe all humane Ordinances of this kind are only a 
Tranſcript of Divine Righteouſneſs, a Repetition of 
the Laws both of God and Nature ; which we are 
indiſpenſibly oblig'd to obſerve, though no Humane 
Authority had ever enacted or enjoin'd them. There 
ae indeed other Matters of Subjection and Obedie 
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which are of a pure poſitive Right, ſuch things as 
are of their own Nature wholly Indifferent, but 
when once commanded by Lawful Authority, we 
are as much oblig'd in Conſcience to obey them, as 
any other Matters of the Moral Law. Becauſe the 
firſt Principle and Foundation of Morality, is Obcdi. 
ence to our Lawful Superiours; and therefore 'is 
made the firſt Commandment of the ſecond Table of 
God's Laws, which contains the chief Heads of the 
Moral Law, and enjoins indiſpenſible Obedience 
thereunto. Nor can any one hereby be ſo far milta- 
ken, as to imagine that the Magiſtrate can enjoin a 
natural Evil, or change it into Good by any poſitive 
Law; but only in thoſe things which are neither 
Good nor Evil in their own Nature, there the Ma- 
giſtrate has a Power of enjoining Obedience, and 
making that which was no Evil in it ſelf, a real 
and Sinful Evil by Diſobedience. Therefore for con. 
ſcrence ſake, we are oblig'd ſtrictly to obey the Com- 
mands of the Lawful Magiſtrate in all things that 
are not known and certain Evils; for it is not a 
doubtful Evil will excuſe us. In a dubious Caſe 
it is ever ſafeſt going on the ſide of Authority, 
which we may very well think wiſer than our ſclves, 
if we be not over-run with Self-conceit and Suff- 
ciency. 
Our Obedience to God is not tried by thoſe Gover- 
nours or Governments which moſt pleaſe us, but by 
thoſe which God has placed over us, whether they 
pleaſe us or no. Nor is it by any inequality of Nature, 
that one Man has the Power of commanding Obe— 
dience from another, be they never ſo Rich or Potent, 
Good or Virtuous, but it proceeds from the Right of 
Subjection and Soyereignty that God has over us all; 
and on whomſoever he 1s pleaſed to confer this power 


of Government, to ſtamp this Sovereign Authority of 


bis; they from thence-forth become his proper Vice- 
— — . gerents 
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G. 
gerents, and immediate Miniſters of his Juſtice here 
amongſt Men, and to diſobey or conteſt their Com- 
mands, or the Laws by which they govern, to diſ- 
pute their Power, or reſiſt their Perſon, is of the ſame 
ſiaful Nature, as if we did the ſame thing againſt God 
himſelf, and Rebellion to the Majeſty of Heaven. 
Therefore St. Paul runs the Argument through an un- 

ecrring Chain of Divine Right and Reaſon, when he 
| cxhorts, That every Soul be ſubject unto the higher Powers, 
or there is no Power but of God, whoſoever therefore re- 


eth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and ſhall. 


receive to themſelves Damnation, Rom. 13. Therefore 


let 'em look to it, who reſiſt the Ordinances of lawful 


Authority ; for unleſs they have more than ordinary 
Reaſon for it, Damnation 1s due to their Diſobedience. 
But we mult not only be ſabject for Wrath, but for 
Conſcience ſake, ſays he, ſo far ſhould we be from ma- 
king Conſcience a pretext of Diſobedience, as is done 
in theſe times: not out of a ſervile fear muſt we be 
ſubject, but out of a conſcientious Compliance to that 
Authority which we know to be given by God to the 
Magiſtrate ; if he uſe that Authority ill, it is his fault : 


whether he perform or fail in his Duty, Obedience is 


ours; and therefore another Apoſtle ſays, Submit your 
ſelves to every ordinance of Man, for the Lord's ſake ; when 
at that time, moſt of the Men of thoſe Ordinances, 
were Tyrants, Infidels, and profeſs'd Enemies to the 
Chriſtian Faith; but that was not the bulineſs ; they 
were placed there by God, and therefore all good 
Chriſtians were to ſubmit to their Ordinances for the 
Lord's ſake, whether it were to the Ring, as Supreme, or 
unto Governours, as unto them that are ſent by him 
for the praiſe of them that do well, and the Puniſhment of 
Evil Doers. This brings the thing home to our preſent 
Purpoſe ; for, as St. Paul faith, Rulers are not a terror 
to good IVorks, but to the Evil, that's the truth of the 
Buſineſs; there are no People ſet themſelves ſo much 

againſt 
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againſt the Power and Perogative of Princes, and en. 
dea vour to ſubvert the force of our Laws, as they 
who have an Evil Conſcience, and either are, or want 
to be licentious; and therefore it is ſeldom known 
that any Perſons raiſe diſturbance in a Government, 
who have not made themſelves obnoxious to the ju- 
ſtice thereof before- hand. True Chriſtian Principles 
cut off the Root of all Sedition, and ſeldom any one 
is engaged in this, before he has made Shipwreck of 
the other. St. Peter and St. Jude, both bear witneſs, 
that they who deſpiſe Governments, and ſpeak evil 
of Dignities , are chiefly ſuch as walk in the Luſts of 
their own Uncleanneſs: and no wonder ſuch Perſons 
ſet themſelves againſt that Authority, which is a Ter- 
ror to Evil Doers : no wonder they proclaim War 
and Enmity to all good Government and Diſcipline, 
which puts a reſtraint on thoſe Luſts they have a mind 
to walk in; and are induſtrious to reduce any Power 
to be weak and precarious, from which they ſome 
time or other dread a Puniſhment for their Wicked- 
neſs. This was the bitter Root of that calamitous fa. 
tal Rebellion which God ſuffer'd once to fall upon us 
for the Puniſhment of our Sins ; any one but mode- 
rately read ia thoſe Times and Hiſtories, may eaſily 
diſcern, that this was the ſecret Cauſe of Diſcontent, 
and that the Perſons at the bottom of this wicked Se- 
cret, whatever fine Patriots they then appear'd, were 
a Set of the moſt Atheiſtical, inward Debauchees (had 
they been well known) that the whole Nation could 
produce; which their Practice ſufficiently proved when 
once they had got above that Authority to which they 
were before obnoxious ; had overturn'd that Power 
of Juſtice they dreaded for their Evil Actions, and 
their Laſts of Uncleanneſs, were now become Licen- 
ious and Lawleſs. God grant we may never fall in- 
to the Hands of ſuch Perſons again ; but it is our 
Concern at all times to be aware of their Principles, 


and 
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and perhaps more our Concern at preſent than every 
one imagines, for even in thoſe Times theſe Princi- 
ples had neither more Votaries, nor greater than they 
have now ; nor were they ever ſo boldly avow'd, and 
ſo publickly and ſhameleſly profeſt ; The Principles I 
mean, which generally go together, of Atheiſm, Li- 
bertiniſm, and J umultuous Popular Government ; that 
| Republican Impoſture which is ever bewitching the 

People with falfe, tho' pleaſing, Notions of unlawful 
Liberty, which levels and expoſeth the Authority of 
the Prince to the Caprice of the Mad Multitude; which 
| ſets the Minds of Men looſe to the Laws, both Re- 
| ligious and Civil, by preferring their Wealth and 
| Riches, their Trade and their Traffick, to all good 
Order and Diſcipline, to all the moſt honourable En- 
gagements of Juſtice, Virtue, and Piety, ever Polt- 
poning the Honour of God and Religion, and the 
eternal Good of Mens Souls, to the paltry Gain of this 
World, which is no ſmall branch of Idolatry. This, 
in ſhort, is that Hydra of Faction, that Serpent of Se- 
dition, which of late Ages has fo Poyſon'd the very 


Vitals, Corrupted the Nobleſt Blood, Blaſted the Con- 


ſtitution, and reduc'd the true Strength of this other- 


wiſe renowned Kingdom ; and upon all Occaſions, 1s. 
ſtill propagating Plagues to Poſterity, and laying the 


miſchievous Scenes of our future Miſery, however ſe- 
cure we are now in our prefent Profperity, under the 
viſible Favour of Heaven, and Protection of a Prin- 


ceſs, whoſe natural Goodneſs and Equity, Virtue and: 


Piety, has ſet her above the reach ot the wideſt Ma- 


lice and the boldeſt Iniquity. But if in this Proſperous. 
Triumphant Reign, when beſides it has been the prin- 
cipal Care of the Government to cut ſhort all Excuſe. . 
and Occaſion of Diſturbance; if even now when Se- 
dition might be both aſham'd and afraid to ſhow its. 
Face, and when Faction hath nothing to find fault 


with; If ſtill theſe popular, licentious, turbulent Spi- 
| | rits. 
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Tits dare {0 openly avow, and eſpouſe their pernicioy 
Principles, tending ſo directly to downright Confuſig, 
and Anarchy: What would they have done, if Golf 
had been pleaſed to reverſe our Caſe, and had puniſh 
the Prince with a courſe of ill Fortune for the Sins of 
the Nation? And what ſtill may they not do, in anofi 
ther Age, whenever God ſhall permit theſe Bleſſing 
to paſs over our Heads? Theſe Bleſſings he now ſo large 
ly indulgeth us in, becauſe perhaps the laſt: When h 
ſhall cauſe this Sun-ſhine of Glory to ſet in our Horilf 
zon, for our ſeverer Puniſhment in the end, and af 
length, tho? late, ſhall ſuffer the Felicity and Light of 
Iſrael to be at once extinguiſhed from amongſt us; whiclilf 
God Almighty long avert, in his infinite Mercy, (inc 

we have nothing to plead for by Merit. And Grant, Of 
Lord, we beſeech thee, tbat the courſe of this World may i 
ſo peaceably order d by thy Governance, that thy Church my 

Joyfully ſerve thee in all Godly Quietneſs, through Jeg 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 
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